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The study of early modern legislating and internal policy and the policing of the
German territorial states (Policey) has turned into a subject of growing importance
since it was put on the agenda by a group of scholars (chiefly, Michael Stolleis and
Karl Hirter) at the Max Planck Institut fiir Européische Rechtsgeschichte in Frankfurt
am Main and began receiving financial support from the Deutsche Forschungsgemein-
schaft around 1990. In contrast to centralized nation-states, hundreds of territories
within the microcosm of the Holy Roman Empire generated their own laws. Their sheer
number has thus far prevented comparative studies: catalogs (published in 1996, 1998,
and 1999) point to roughly forty-eight hundred Policey laws in the Palatinate, thirty-
seven hundred in Brandenburg-Prussia, and thirty-four hundred in Bavaria, to mention
just three examples. These large numbers also limit the efficacy of the Frankfurt project.
Wiist carries his own interest in regional peculiarities further by editing central pieces
of early modern civil law (Policey-Ordnungen) issued by authorities of the Swabian
Circle of the Holy Roman Empire in volume 1 of Die “gute” Policey im Reichskreise.
This volume offers twenty-two comprehensive law codes (some containing more than
one hundred paragraphs) produced by four types of legislators: (1) imperial cities such
as Augsburg, Kempten, and Lindau; (2) ecclesiastical states such as the prince-bishopric
of Augsburg, the important prince-abbey of Kempten, or lesser imperial abbeys such
as Edelstetten, Elchingen, Ursberg, and Wettenhausen; (3) secular territories such as
the Duchy of Wiirttemberg, the Margraviate Burgau, the earldoms of Konigsegg-Roth-
enfels, Fugger-Babenhausen, Fugger-Kirchheim, and Oettingen-Oettingen, and an im-
perial knight’s land; and (4) the Swabian Circle as the political body of the imperial
estates of Swabia. A critical commentary is lacking, but a lengthy introduction (pp. 13—
71), a glossary (pp. 587—600), and an index provide guidance to the reader.

The imperial city of Augsburg alone issued roughly five thousand laws in the early
modern period, more than the Palatinate, and figures here with just two ordinances, the
Policey-Ordnungen of 1537 and 1621. It would be easy to cast doubts on the criteria
of selection or the presentation of texts without context. However, the abundance of
details, particularly of the lesser-known Policey-Ordnungen, silences objections: nice
examples of cursing in a paragraph against blasphemy, parameters of measuring
wounds in order to impose appropriate sanctions, and so forth, give a sense of the kinds
of material researchers have previously neglected in trial records.

This volume is supposed to be the first of a series treating the ten administrative
subdivisions (Reichskreise) of the Holy Roman Empire. Volume 2, on the Franconian
Circle, will also be edited by Wiist. The introduction refers to concepts such as “social
disciplining™ and “confessionalization,” without pushing the discussions any further.
This project of editing regional codifications of civil law goes far beyond an earlier
attempt by Gustav Klemens Schmelzeisen and will serve as a fundament of future
evaluations of early modern legal developments, or—to put it more impressively—of
a history of the rule of law.




