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Unlocking the Potential of Internationalization in Higher Education: Teaching

and Communication Skills for Inclusive and Enriching Learning Environments
(also part of the SU-University Didactics Programme, module: electives of higher education
didactics competencies)

Target groups: academic teachers and scientists

Content: As higher education becomes increasingly international, diverse learning
environments offer unique opportunities for learning, collaboration, and the exchange of
perspectives. At the same time, teaching effectively in these settings requires strong
communication skills, intercultural awareness, and inclusive teaching practices. This
interactive one-day workshop is designed for faculty, instructors, and students who wish to
strengthen their teaching and communication skills in international higher education.
Participants will gain an overview of different approaches to internationalization in higher
education and reflect on the opportunities and challenges these create for teaching and
learning. The workshop explores the role of intercultural communication in educational
settings and examines how diverse cultural backgrounds, expectations, and communication
styles shape classroom interactions.

Building on these perspectives, participants will reflect on the experiences, strengths, and
challenges of both instructors and students in international learning environments. Together,
they will explore how teaching and communication can be designed to foster meaningful
participation, support diverse learning needs, and make the most of the rich perspectives that
culturally and internationally diverse learning environments offer.

Throughout the interactive workshop, participants will develop practical strategies for
creating inclusive, diversity-conscious learning environments in which diversity is recognized
not only as a challenge but also as a valuable resource for teaching and learning.

Single course, program, certificate: You can also attend the workshop as an individual seminar
regardless of the subsequent certificate. For the full and dedicated attendance of an single
course from 5 work units you will receive a competence-based proof of participation from the
University Didactics Unit at Saarland University. This workshop is one of the workshops of the
module “Electives of Higher Education Didactics Competencies” of the Saarland University's
Certificate of Teaching in Higher Education.

The certificate comprises a total of three modules (modules: core workshops of higher
education competencies, electives of higher education competencies, collegial coaching and
teaching portfolio) at least 120 work units or at least 3x40 work units.

Lecturer/Speaker:

Dr. Annika Briick-Hibner is a higher education developer, certified intercultural trainer,
lecturer, and researcher. She has extensive experience designing and facilitating international
teaching and learning in higher education and supporting faculty in the internationalization of
teaching through workshops, consultation, and coaching. Her research focuses on the
internationalization of higher education, with particular emphasis on teacher education and
virtual international teaching and learning.

Program- and certificateresponsible:
Birgit RoBmanith (Head of udu), hochschuldidaktik@uni-saarland.de
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Registration:
https://www.uni-saarland.de/einrichtung/zell/arbeitsstelle-
hochschuldidaktik/anmeldung-hd.html




