
When the United States, Canada, and Mexico established their

international borders, they drew them over existing indigenous

homelands. Natural ly, Native peoples regularly crossed those newly

established boundaries. The resulting histories of borders crossing

Natives and Natives crossing borders reveal complex struggles over

sovereignty and mobil ity. In this context, Dr. Brenden W. Rensink

compares the experiences of Crees, Chippewas, and Yaquis from

Canada and Mexico crossed the US-Canadian and US-Mexican

borders into the United States. This work explores the differences

between the two borders, asks what it meant to be “foreign” Natives

in the United States, and traces these groups struggles to find a

home in Montana and Arizona.

Brenden W. Rensink is the Assistant Director of the Charles Redd Center for Western

Studies and an Assistant Professor of History at Brigham Young University. Fol lowing

publications in comparative genocide studies, transnational borderlands, and Mormon

history, Rensink’s new book Native but Foreign: Indigenous Immigrants and Refugees in

the North American Borderlands wil l be published in May 201 8.
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