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3rd Teachers' Day:
Spoken Grammar

Workshop William Barry

The Grammar of English Prosody

Within a definition of grammar as "the formal regularities determining the meaning of
utterances", we shall address some important aspects of English prosody.

This session will focus on three areas of English prosody which present a perennial
problem to German English speakers (and disturb communication whether the German
speaker is aware of it or not): Word-stress in compounds, tag questions and neutral
intonation in narrative.

The workshop will provide plenty of scope for individual practice of these phenomena and

also, | hope, some time for discussion.



