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WHAT DO YOU REMEMBER?

What is the name of my cat?

How long have | been teaching
English?

Where have | taught English?
Where do | live now?
How long did | live in Korea?

Where do | teach now?

Mittens
For over 12 years.

In South Korea, the UK &
Romania

Eastbourne
For three years

L TC Eastbourne



AIMS FOR TODAY

The reasons for teaching listening skills

Evolution of listening in the English classroom
Common problems encountered by learners

Practical listening activities to incorporate into lessons

Activities teachers could incorporate outside the classroom



DISCUSSION TIME

i

2.

o

How often do you incorporate listening into your lessons?
What are your favourite listening activities?

How do you feel about the teaching of listening in class?

. What makes a successful listening lesson?

. What type of structure do you normally follow when teaching a

listening focused lesson?

How do you feel listening has developed with language lessons?



THE EVOLUTION OF
LISTENING IN THE ENGLISH

What different approaches to listening skills are you aware of in the
classroom? Which ways has it changed over time?

Translation & Interpretative: the teacher utters something in L1 and
students respond in L2

Drill & Repeat: students listen to the teacher and repeat

Automated Responses: students respond to input - the “How are you?”
analogy

Situational: at the train station, making a complaint on the phone, etc.

Authentic: movies, podcasts, YouTube videos, etc.



WHY TEACH LISTENING?

In small groups or pairs, write down as many reasons why teachers

should teach listening in the classroom.

Listening Is rarely accounted for any initial
assessment in schools, with grammar being
the primary tool

Students tend to blame themselves if they
are unable to comprehend an utterance

Lack of listening ability exacerbates the
reduction of confidence



WHAT MAKES A LISTENING
LESSON SUCCESSFUL?

Discuss in groups what would make a successful listening lesson.



WHAT MAKES A LISTENING
LESSON SUCCESSFUL?

1. Relevance of material

2. Contemporary quality (is it relevant today?)
3. Use of authentic material

4. Purpose of listening

5. Anticipated issues of listening

6. Interest with listening material

/. Mental fatigue



WHAT ARE THE TYPICAL
STAGES OF A LISTENING

LESSON?

The following listening lesson is out of order. Work with a partner
and try to figure out the stages of the listening lesson.

Ordering Stages in a Listening
Lesson

The following listening lesson is out of order. The first one is done for you.
Put the following stages in order and check with the person next to you when | f e a g b h C d
finished.

a. Play recording; students then compare answers in pairs; tell me their answer. If correct,
continue; if not, play recording again, etc. The StageS a, b a.nd C
are obviously

b. Play recording; students then compare answers in pairs; tell me their answer. If correct,
continue; if not, play recording again, etc.

c. Play recording; students then compare answers in pairs; tell me their answer. If correct,
continue; if not, play recording again, etc.

m — - m



THE TASK-FEEDBACK CIRCLE

Teachers using a (graded
sequence of tasks as a route
through listening would benefit
students. Firstly, starting off with
a simple task, moving onto more
complex and demanding tasks
will  ensure that student
confidence Is developed.

Using this approach will ‘et the
class find its own level, ie you
stop setting new tasks when you
find the point at which they are
beginning to find it too difficult’
(Scrivener 2011, p.253).

The task-recording—feedback circle

A basic working procedure for lessons

on reading and listening skills

® Process

Three guidelines:
® Grade the task, not the material
® Task first — then recording

rather than product!

Lead-in

Pre-listening introduction

to topic, discussion,
looking at pictures,
etc.

> Pre-task work |—» |
(optional)

Eg looking through

Set clear

task

worksheet, work on
vocabulary, prediction,

/""_”———_—__

etc.
Yes

No

7

Could they do
the task?

Conclude

Tie up loose ends, lead to
follow-on activities, review
what has been learned, etc.

If they couldn’t do
the task, it tells

you that they need

to read / listen /
view again.

™

Play recording or
students read text

NB They are not

trying to understand
everything. They only
need enough to do the
specific task.

\\ Feedback on task

NB Don't ask unfair qu
clear task — have they

iestions — you set a
done it? Don't throw

in a whole pile of extra questions now!




THREE STAGES OF
LISTENING TASKS

E A Pre-Listening: prepare
' students for the listening task

During-Listening: students
complete tasks during the
listening

Post-Listening: the teacher
takes learners beyond the
listening and use It to
springboard further language
practice




DISCUSSION: LISTENING
SKILLS

Discuss the following questions together.
1. What listening could be incorporated inside or outside the classroom?

2. What ways have you experimented with more adventurous listening
during lessons?

3. What is your usual method of listening in the classroom?
4. How many times would you let students listen to an audio?
5. Which ways would you demand more from learners with listening skills?

6. How would you assess listening comprehension in class?



LISTENING INSIDE THE
CLASSROOM

Coursebook audio: tapes, CDs, MP3, etc.
Story telling

Reading aloud / Instructions
Conversations between learners

Film & Video

Dictation

Music



LISTENING OUTSIDE THE
CLASSROOM

Podcasts: ESLPod.com

English movies (Netflix) or music (Spotify) without subtitles in either L1
or L2

Internet radio: www.bbc.co.uk/radio

ESL Lab: www.esl-lab.com

YouTube: www.youtube.com

Breaking News English: www.breakingnewsenglish.com

Functions: at a restaurant, in a shop, etc.


http://ESLPod.com
http://www.bbc.co.uk/radio
http://www.esl-lab.com
http://www.youtube.com
http://www.breakingnewsenglish.com

COMMON ISSUES WITH
LISTENING FOR STUDENTS

What common issues do students have with regards to listening?

Discuss with the person next to you.

Lack of awareness with schemata (vocabulary for the topic)
Pronunciation issues:. connected speech, accent, speed, intonation, etc.
Mixing up the stages of a listening lesson

Jumping between gist and detailed listening tasks

Mental fatigue

Lack of learner practice



ADVENTUROUS IDEAS FOR
LISTENING IN CLASS




1. COURSEBOOK AUDIO

What creative ways could you use coursebook audio in class? Discuss In

Show pictures and get students to guess the sequence before listening: eg. a story,
sequence of events, etc.

The teacher shows different pictures related to the listening and students predict the
story.

Devise a series of true and false statements with learners having to listen in detail and
then decide.

Cut up the script, hand it to students, they listen to the audio, place it in order and then
check again.

For stronger learners, give them comprehension questions. For weaker learners, hand
the questions plus the script. They answer the guestions and then pair up strong to
weak learners to check their answers.



2. STORY TELLING

What creative ways could you use storytelling in class? Discuss In

Tell a story and then stop at an exciting point and then get
students to guess what happens next.

Once you have told the story, students recall the story to each
other.

Use images to help tell the story. This will support lower level
learners with their schemata while listening.

Get students to tell a story related to something you told them
(personalisation)!



3. READING ALOUD

How would you get students involved In reading? Discuss In pairs.

The teacher could read a story or a piece of text with conviction and style
for learners to hear the real word spoken naturally.

After you demonstrate the story or dialogue, you could put students Into

groups to practice telling the story using the correct intonation and stress
forms.

Feedback and correction could be provided after read the dialogue/story in
small groups.

Do not just get students to read a text with no immediate reason.
Question why you are doing it. What is the benefit?



4. INTERVIEWS /
CONVERSATIONS

Tell students that you will be inviting someone (a colleague or
friend) into the class and that you will be having a conversation
about a topic.

Get students to think of vocabulary related to the topic activate
schema.

After the Dbrief conversation between you and the Invitee,
students work together and think of questions to ask.

Students then hold an interview with the person who has been
Invited to the classroom about the topic spoken about.



5. FILMS & VIDEOS

Have you ever used films or videos In class? Was it successful? Discuss

N pairs.

Pictureless Listening: the teacher covers the screen, turns the monitor away or turns
the brightness down. The students listen to the dialogue and have to think about
location, speakers, etc.

Freeze Frame: at any stage during the video, the teacher pauses it, and then asks the
students what they may think will happen next. Play the video after some predictions
and then compare. Continue throughout the video.

True or False: as students watch the video, they answer potential comprehension
statements with either ‘true’ or false’.

Character Descriptions: compile some photos, nhames and background info about
the main character from a movie or drama series. Get students to match the
Information with the character.



6. SONGS IN CLASS (1)

How would you use songs In class? Share your ideas with others.

Ordering Lyrics: cut up the lyrics and then students have to reorder
them.

Correct Word: when preparing lyrics, you could then give students one
of two words to choose. They have to choose the correct word.

Correct Mistakes: students have to listen to the song and then
compare with the lyrics and find mistakes. Once they have found any
mistakes, then learners should correct them.

What’s The Topic?: choose three songs which are connected to the
topic. Play each song for 20-40 seconds each. Students must guess the
topic of the day.



6. SONGS IN CLASS (2)

Extra Words: add some extra words to the lyrics which you

hand out to students and ask them to cross out these extra
words.

Bingo: hand out a bingo sheet (4 by 4 grid) with words from
the song on it (different for each student or you could
dictate words and students write them randomly on the
blank bingo sheet). Students then cross out words that they

hear and once they complete a row down or across, they
shout ‘Bingo!’



6. SONG IN CLASS: PRACTICE
(3)

You will listen to a song. When you hear a word, grab the word in front
of you. Keep it. The person with the most words is the winner.

P




6. SONG IN CLASS: PRACTICE

Listen to the song again now and put the lyrics in order. Work in your
small groups. | shall play the song once.

1. Imagine 10.Join
| 2. Hell 11.World
3. People 12.Possession
4. Countries S
5. Die 13.Greed
6. Religion 14.Hunger
/. Peace 15.Brotherhood
8. Dreamer 16.Sharing
9. Only




/. FLIPPED LISTENING

Have you ever heard the term ‘flipped classroom’? What do you think

flipped listening’ is? Discuss in small groups.

Tell students that they need to complete a listening outside of class.

Give students the link to the listening via email or messenger and handout the
comprehension task. However, the listening comprehension task could be online with
Google Forms.

Students complete the listening outside of class in their own time.

Once students return the following day or for the next lesson, students complete a
discussion related to the topic of the listening.

Students are expected to complete the listening task as part of their self-

development and it would encourage students to become more anonymous
learners.



8. STUDENT MADE
QUESTIONS
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9. AUDIOBOOKS

1. Prepare a library of books as well as audiobooks
for students to borrow after lessons.

2. Dedicate one day for students to share ideas or
opinions of books that they have been reading or
listening to outside of class.

3. Encourage learners to develop listening awareness | e
through the use of audiobooks by preparing a list of |

5 /

open questions: ;

What new word did you find difficult to pronounce
when listening to your audiobook?

What audiobook would you recommend another
student? Why?



10. DICTOGLOSS

Have you ever heard the term ‘dictogloss’™ Tell your partner.
1. Prepare a story (similar to idea

number 2)

2. Tell students the story at natural
speed three times

3. Each time the students write down
particular words: verbs, nouns, etc.

4. After you've finished telling the

How to Teach Dictogloss

_ 1 L L » o =
story, students have to write the pa—.————— ==
story https://youtu.be/BFN2zw __

5. Compare student stories with the A.O.

original



11. STREAMED VIDEOS

What video streaming services are you aware of? How could you

Incorporate video streaming outside of lessons?

1. What was the name of the TV series that you watched at home?

2. What were the names of the main characters?

3. Would you recommend it to another student? Why?

4. What new words did you learn from watching the series? Tell your partner
and see if they can guess the meaning.



ADDITIONAL READING

Teaching
Listening
Comprehension

J} Wilson
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how to

teach listening
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ANY QUESTIONS?




