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“Is Literature Dying in the Digital Age?” (Hammond 2016: 2)

From: 

https://www.boersenblatt.net/archiv/1842899.html

From: 

https://www.fnp.de/hessen/immer-weniger-menschen-lesen-buecher-10423486.html

From: 

https://deutsches-schulportal.de/bildungswesen/pisa-jeder-fuenfte-jugendliche-liest-auf-grundschulniveau/

J. Robert Lennon (2013):

https://www.salon.com/2013/03/29/most_contemporary_literary_fiction_is_terrible/
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NO,

IT REALLY ISN‘T!!

It has just changed its

forms…

From:

https://viralscape.com/funny-things-kids-say/funny-baby/
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Workshop Overview

1. Contexts

- What is Literature?

- Changing Cultures, Changing Literature

2.   Texts

- CliFi

- Instapoetry

- TikTok Performance

3. Even More Texts

- Some Honourable Mentions: Fictions of the Internet, Kinetic Poetry etc. 



Folie in Ursprungsform 

Start > Folien > 

Wechsel des Folienlayouts 

Contexts



im Menü über: 

Start > Absatz > 

Listenebene 

Folie in Ursprungsform 

Start > Folien > 

Wechsel des Folienlayouts 

Daniel Becker 6

Contexts: What is Literature? (cf. Damrosch 2018)

Literature today is understand according to the

erweiterte Textbegriff (cf. Hallet 2018)

Narrow Definition: 

• written fictional/fictionalised texts

• Poetry, Prose Fiction, Drama 

From: www.pixabay.com
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Contexts: Changing Cultures (Thaler 2019: 13-15)

Seven Major Trends: 

• Globalisation

• Digitalisation

• Visual Turn

• Multiliteracies

• Multi-Optionality

• Diversity

• World Risks

From: 

https://voxeu.org/content/globalisation-doomed
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Contexts: Changing Literature

“the cultural dynamic of generic change“ (Basseler/Nünning/Schwanecke 2013) 

Existing genres adapt

to new themes and

topics (e.g. CliFi as

dystopian fiction)

Hybridisation of two

or more genres (e.g. 

text-talk fiction; cf. 

Thomson 2016) Remixing of literary

classics/Fanfiction 

(e.g. Kyra Bane‘s

Pride and Prejudice

and Zombies) 

New genres develop

out of new digital 

environments (e.g. 

kinetic poetry, 

hypertext fiction)

Four processes: 
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CliFi/Climate Fiction 

• A form of dystopian fiction

• Setting: the near future 

• Societies in desolate state, 

caused by environmental 

pollution/ climate change

• Setting often introduced through

one of the characters (i.e. 

personal perspective) 

From: 

http://www.bookglow.net/10-books-past-present-help-define-climate-fiction/
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CliFi/Climate Fiction: Example
Read the short text passage and

answer the following questions: 

• Which topics that are relevant 

for the EFL classroom are

being discussed here?

• Which competence areas

might be fostered with this

text? 
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The Wall: EFL Potentials

Global Education 

(cf. Gaudelli 2016)

Human Rights

Education (cf. 

Starkey/ Osler 

2010)

Intercultural

learning/ 

Fremdverstehen

(Bredella/Christ 

2007)

Young Adult 

Fiction (cf. 

Matz/Stieger

2015)

Literary

Competences/ 

Genre learning (cf. 

Diehr/Surkamp

2015) Environmental 

Literacy (cf. 

Küchler 2011)
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A specific form of poetry that is published

on Instagram

Three main features: 

• Brevity

• Simple language

• Poem = text + image

Instapoetry (cf. Penke 2019) From: @perry.poetry, https://www.instagram.com/p/Bytr_3xBVff/

https://www.instagram.com/p/Bytr_3xBVff/
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Instapoetry: Some Benefits for EFL 

• Easy-access materials

• ‘short and simple‘: texts for single

lessons

• Large amount of relevant topics

(relationships/friendship, living as a 

teenager, self-worth, mental health etc.) 

• ‘authentic‘ communication: written by

young people for young people

• Interactive: from author/reader to wreader

(cf. Landow 1997)  communicative

response (comment, post, picture etc.)

From: @ladybookmad, https://www.instagram.com/p/CEKdOy9pZqS/
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Instapoetry: Some Benefits for EFL 
On your own: 

• Read the poem

• In what kind of lesson

sequence could you use

this? 

• Think about one pre-

while- or post-reading

task you might use

From: 

@rupikaur_, https://www.instagram.com/p/CFGZ13rh-Cr/
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TikTok and

Performance 

#actingchallenge: 

• Short clips on TikTok

• Duet function: lines on screen to be

spoken by a second person

From:

@thechrisbarnett, 

https://www.tiktok.com/@thechrisbarnett/video/6866871618686242054
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TikTok and

Performance 

Your Thoughts?

Didactic Implications: 

• Digital roleplay

• Combination of reading and

speaking

• Language awareness: 

experimenting with intonation, pitch, 

accent etc. 
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Fictions of the Internet (cf. Weigel-Heller 2018)

Novels dealing with issues of the internet and

digital culture… 

…directly …indirectly

From:

@microflashfic, https://twitter.com/MicroFlashFic/status/1307526148604256257
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Kinetic Poetry

Videos in which a poem is read to an animation/ word

collage on screen (often accompanied by music)

From: 

https://www.robstuart.co.uk/kinetic-poems?lightbox=dataItem-iuzmim9v

From: 

https://www.pinterest.de/pin/118078821452491077/
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Reading Vlogs/ Bookstagram: Celebrating Books 

From: 

The Book Leo (2020), https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gSW_6qROiMA 

From: 

thewarm_reads, https://www.instagram.com/p/CFtfEmeFb-v/ 
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Thank You for Your Attention! 
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Contact Information

Daniel Becker

WWU Münster

English Department

ES 310

Johannisstr. 12-20

48142 Münster

daniel.becker@uni-muenster.de

From: 

www.pixabay.com

mailto:daniel.becker@uni-muenster.de
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