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“Every time our boss 
opens his mouth, he puts 

his foot in it.”
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“B2 or not B2? 
That is the 
question!”

What was 
Shakespeare’s 

Verdict on the CEFR?
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Lots of Laughter
= 

Lots of Language 
= 

Lots of Learning

What do we mean 
by humour in the 

classroom?
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Why Humour?
The workplace needs laughter. According to research from institutions as serious

as Wharton, MIT, and London Business School, every chuckle or guffaw brings

with it a host of business benefits. Laughter relieves stress and boredom, boosts

engagement and well-being, and spurs not only creativity and collaboration but

also analytic precision and productivity.

And yet, as the MBA candidate Eric Tsytsylin recently put it in a video

presentation featured on the Stanford website, working adults are “in the midst

of a laughter drought.” Babies laugh, on average, 400 times a day; people over 35,

only 15. A recent study of Gallup data for the U.S. found that we laugh

significantly less on weekdays than we do on weekends. Work is a sober

endeavour.
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Why Humour?
The classroom needs laughter. According to research from institutions as serious

as Wharton, MIT, and London Business School, every chuckle or guffaw brings

with it a host of business benefits. Laughter relieves stress and boredom, boosts

engagement and well-being, and spurs not only creativity and collaboration but

also analytic precision and productivity.

And yet, as the MBA candidate Eric Tsytsylin recently put it in a video

presentation featured on the Stanford website, working adults are “in the midst

of a laughter drought.” Babies laugh, on average, 400 times a day; people over 35,

only 15. A recent study of Gallup data for the U.S. found that we laugh

significantly less on weekdays than we do on weekends. Learning is a sober 

endeavour.
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Caveats

1. Identify the right points for humorous interaction

2. Know the limits of taste:

3 Encourage the natural exchange:

4. The only target is you

5. There are different senses of humour
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Humour and Laughter
Many people assume that in order for something
to be deemed humorous, it must evoke laughter.
And while stand-up comedians may use that as a
measure of success, that’s not the case for humour
at work/in the classroom.
Anything that relaxes the body, gets people to 
breathe, causes a smile, or elicits happiness is 
humour.
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A: Where are you from?

B: Germany.

A: How long have you been learning English?

B: Two years.

A: Do you speak any other languages?

B: Yes.
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Transaction 
Tape: Hold the line please all our operators are currently busy
Operator: Cabcharge - Account name?
Customer: Macquarie University.
Operator: Passenger's name?
Customer: Nunan.
Operator: Pick-up address?
Customer: 13 Finch Avenue, East Ryde.
Operator: Is that a private house or flat?
Customer: Yes.
Operator: Going to?
Customer: The airport.
Operator: How many passengers?
Customer: One.
Operator: Are you ready now?
Customer: I'd like a cab for 2.30 pm please.
Operator: We'll get a car to you as close to the time as we can.
Customer: Thank you.
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“Can I borrow
your newspaper?”

“Yes, of course.”

“Yes, of course.”

“Can I borrow
your credit card?”
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“Let’s go down the 
pub and knock 
back a few pints.” “Yeah, my tongue 

feels like the 
bottom of a 
bird cage.”

“That was a hard 
day. Shall we go 
for a drink?”

“Good idea.”
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I’m considering purchasing one
of your sausages. I wonder if I
might try one or two of them
before I make a final decision.

I want a Mercedes 600, silver 
metallic, air-conditioned, white 
leather seats, built-in bar, all-
round-stereo, wide-screen TV 
and bullet-proof windows.

Yes, madam.   To 
take away?
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This song consists of 
questions that you should 

never ask your wife. What do 
you think these questions 

might be?
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Examples of rule-
breaking.

Examples of rule-
breaking.
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Playing with 
words to create 
the unexpected.
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Playing with 
words to create 
the unexpected.
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Playing with 
words to create 
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Playing with 
words to create 
the unexpected.

Using unusual 
phrases.
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Finding non 
sequiturs.
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Creating non 
sequiturs.
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Grammar over 
meaning.

Grammar over 
meaning.
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Grammar over 
meaning.
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Can you think of words and phrases that are used both 

# in grammar rules 

# in the context of marriage?

QUESTION:
Did you know that there are 
many similarities between 
Grammar and Marriage?
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Learning from Mistakes
(Other People‘s Mistakes)
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Learning from Mistakes
(Other People‘s Mistakes)

www.prezi.com
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Outside a travel agency in Barcelona:

Go Away

In an elevator in Tokyo:

Keep your hands away from unnecessary buttons for you

Seen in a Zurich hotel:

Because of the impropriety of entertaining guests of the opposite sex 
in the bedroom, it is suggested that the lobby be used for this 

purpose.

Seen in an Austrian hotel:

Not to perambulate the corridors in the hours of repose in the boots 
of ascension.

Seen in a Japanese hotel restaurant:

You are invited to take advantage of the chambermaid.

Seen in a Cairo bar:

Unaccompanied ladies not admitted unless with husband or similar

What can we do in 
the classroom with 

such signs?

www.prezi.com
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HEATHROW NO ELECTRIC PEOPLE CARRYING VEHICLES PAST
THIS POINT.

UK HOTEL WAS THERE A PARTICULAR MEMBER OF STAFF
WHO MADE YOUR STAY MEMORABLE?

LONDON ALL FIRE EXTINGUISHERS MUST BE EXAMINED
HOTEL AT LEAST FIVE DAYS BEFORE ANY FIRE.

AUSTRALIA IF YOU UNDERSTAND ENGLISH, PRESS 1. IF
YOU DO NOT UNDERSTAND ENGLISH, PRESS 2.

NATIVE SPEAKER SIGNS

Seen in a barbershop:

During vacation of owner, a competent hair stylist will be here.

Seen in a photography shop:

For one-day service, film must be dropped off prior to 12.00 noon the 
previous day.

Seen near Heathrow Airport:

Terminal Car Hire

Seen in a barbershop:

Hair cut while you wait.

Seen outside a gent’s clothing store:

Sid’s Pants is always open.

Seen outside a car repair workshop:

FRANK’S BODY WORKS



08.10.2021

29

“Solomon had 200 wives and 700 cucumbers." 

“Jesus was born because Mary had an immaculate 
contraption." 

“Jesus ate the last supper with the twelve decibels." 

“A Christian can have only one wife. This is called 
monotony." 

“A man with two wives is called a pigamist.”

“A virgin forest is a place where the hand of man has 
never set foot." 

“A triangle with a angle of 135 degrees is called an 
obscene triangle." 

“A virtuoso is a musician with real high morals.”
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“H²O is hot water, and CO² is cold water." 

“Artificial insemination is when the farmer does it to 
the cow and not the bull." 

“When you breathe, you inspire, when you do not 
breathe, you expire.”

“Many women believe that a drinking binge will have no 
ill effects on the unborn child, but that is a 
misconception." 

“Adolescence is the phase between childhood and 
adultery." 

“Acrimony is what a man gives his divorced wife." 

“When a boy and a girl love each other, they feel no 
quilt between them.“ 
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https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2013/dec/21/david-coleman-s-
best-colemanballs

https://www.just-one-liners.com/category/colemanballs/

https://www.mirror.co.uk/3am/celebrity-news/colemanballs-15---the-
things-celebrities-268414

TASK
Go to the following websites and read the examples of 
Colemanballs. Which do you think are the funniest? 
Which might you use in a language class? How? 
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Dinner Specials:
Turkey §2.35; Chicken or
Beef §2.25; Children §2.00

Beautiful silk stockings!
Designed for fancy dress,
but so serviceable that lots
of women wear nothing else.

Used Cars!
Why go elsewhere to be
cheated? Come here first!

Man Wanted
To take care of cow that
does not smoke or drink.

Illiterate?
Write today for free advice.

There is no electricity in the 
Old Meeting House (1785). 
A portable toilet is available 
in the building. Seating is 

somewhat limited.

Join us again next Saturday 
at 10.00 p.m. for “High 

Fidelity”, the music program 
designed to help music lovers 
increase their reproduction 

Mixing bowl set designed to 
please a cook with round 

bottom for efficient beating

Semi-Annual                   
after-Christmas Sale!

When you are thirsty, try 
7-Up, the refreshing drink 
with the green bottle with 

the big 7 and u-p 
afterwards.

Remember!
You get what you pay for. 

And at Hub Furniture Store, 
you pay less.

VALLEY MATTRESSES

We are proud of the part 
we play in the tremendous 

growth of our city!

An unexpected vacancy for a 
knife-thrower’s assistant. 

Rehearsals start immediately

AVAILABLE
French speaking secretary
who speaks floorless English

Try our cough syrup. You will 
never get any better!

FOR SALE!
Gent’s upright urinal; also 
microphone, stand and 

amplifier

Seen on a Hospital Pin Board
Our choir will begin 

rehearsals next week. We 
especially need men’s voices, 
but all parts are welcome.

For Sale!
Instant coffee table – 15 $!

FOR SALE!
Braille dictionary – must be 

seen to be appreciated.
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Let us join David and Lisa in the
celebration of their wedding and
bring their happiness to a
conclusion.

Irving Benson and Jessie Carter
were married on October 24 in the
church. So ends a friendship that
began in their school days.

Ladies, don't forget the rummage
sale. It is a great chance to get rid
of those things not worth keeping
around the house. Don't forget
your husbands.

The ladies of the church have cast
off clothing of every kind. They
may be seen in the basement on
Friday afternoon.

The Low Self Esteem Support
Group will meet Thursday at 7 P.M.
Please use the back door.

Janet Smith has volunteered to
strip and refinish the communion
table in the sanctuary.
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Punctuate the sentence 
correctly.
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What‘s your answer? 
Why? / Why not?
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Two hundred odd members of the university marched in protest.

Two hundred-odd members of the university marched in protest.

Did you hear that Lawrence is having extra marital sex?

Did you hear that Lawrence is having extra-marital sex?

The office is so inefficient. They lost the petition and made 
everyone resign.
The office is so inefficient. They lost the petition and made 
everyone re-sign.
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Can you interpret these famous sayings which have                
been gobbledygooked?

a) It’s important to effect the verbalization of concepts through the 
utilization of unsophisticated terminology.
b) Precipitation entails negation of economy.
c) Whoever expresses merriment subsequent to everyone else 
expresses merriment of most superior quality.
d) Pulchritude is not evinced below the dermal surface.
e) Exclusive dedication to necessitous chores without interlude of 
hedonist diversion renders John an unresponsive fellow.

Answers:

i) Speak simply. ii) It never rains but it pours.
iii) He who laughs last laughs best. iv) Beauty is only skin deep.
v) All work and no play makes John a dull boy

Jargon
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JUDGE‘S SPEECH ENDS IN LONG SENTENCE

MEN RECOMMEND MORE CLUBS FOR WIVES

TRAFFIC DEAD RISE SLOWLY

QUEEN MARY HAVING BOTTOM SCRAPED

AUTOS TO HIT 5 MILLION

WOMEN‘S MOVEMENT MORE BROAD-BASED

PANDA MATING FAILS; VET TAKES OVER

REAGAN WINS ON BUDGET – MORE LIES 
AHEAD

TEACHER STRIKES IDLE KIDS

LAWYERS GIVE POOR FREE LEGAL ADVICE

POLICE FROM MEXICO BARBECUE GUESTS

MINERS REFUSE TO WORK AFTER DEATH
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TWO RUSSIAN SHIPS COLLIDE, ONE DIES

CARS KILL 110 A DAY – LET‘S DO BETTER

20-YEAR FRIENDSHIP ENDS AT ALTAR

COMPLAINTS ABOUT POLICE GETTING UGLY

MILK DRINKERS ARE TURNING TO POWDER

A MILLION CHINESE LIVE ON WATER

How could such 
headlines be used 
in the classroom?
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1. Have your kids shot while you wait!

2. Be back in 5 minutes. Sit! Stay!

3. We need inn-experienced people.

4. Invite us to your next blowout.

5. Merry Fitness and a Happy New Rear!

6. Out for a quick byte.

7. Pleased to meat you.

8. We are open on Labor Day.

9. We don’t charge an arm and a leg. We

want tows.

10. If you don’t see what you’re looking for,           

you’ve come to the right place.

Where do you think 
these shop signs 
might have been 

used??
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1. Have your kids shot while you wait!

2. Be back in 5 minutes. Sit! Stay!

3. We need inn-experienced people.

4. Invite us to your next blowout.

5. Merry Fitness and a Happy New Rear!

6. Out for a quick byte.

7. Pleased to meat you.

8. We are open on Labor Day.

9. We don’t charge an arm and a leg. We

want tows.

10. If you don’t see what you’re looking for,           

you’ve come to the right place.

a) a photo studio

b) in a vet’s waiting room

c) outside a hotel

d) at a tyre shop

e) a gymnasium

f) a computer store

g) on a butcher’s window

h) a maternity clothes 
shop

i) at a car breakdown

service

j)  an optician’s

Geoff Tranter
TU Dortmund

Congressional 

Holy 

Live

Microsoft

Mideast 

Military 

Mutual

Non-Stop

Original

President

Religious

OXYMORONS

peace 

Bush 

Works 

recording 

light 

intelligence 

tolerance

war 

differences

ethics

copy 

Can you match the 
words to form an 

oxymoron?



08.10.2021

54

Reality

Government

Long

Political

Self-help

Civil

Common

Adult

Uninvited

Airline

Open

OXYMORONS
Can you make an 

oxymoron starting 
with these words?

Reality

Government

Long

Political

Self-help

Civil

Common

Adult

Uninvited

Airline

Open

OXYMORONS

Reality Television

Government Worker 

Long Shorts 

Political science 

Self-help Group 

Civil war 

Common sense 

Adult male 

Uninvited guest 

Airline schedule 

Open Secret
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Learning from Mistakes
(Other People‘s Mistakes)

Creativity
Raising 

awareness

Playing 
with 
words

Importance 
of Context

Emotions

(Un)intentional
Avoid

embarrass-
ment

Acquiring 
strategic 

competence

Learning 
discourse 

skills

Effective

Levels

Productive / 
Receptive 

Skills

Widening 
repertoire

Learning from Mistakes
(Other People‘s Mistakes)

Creativity
Raising 

awareness

Playing 
with 
words

Importance 
of Context

Emotions

(Un)intentional
Avoid

embarrass-
ment

Acquiring 
strategic 

competence

Learning 
discourse 

skills

Effective

Levels

Productive / 
Receptive 

Skills

Widening 
repertoire

There is however one 
overriding pre-condition for 

the use of humour in the 
classroom:

There must be some language 
spinoff.
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