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Luxembourg’s politics have been traditionally characterized

by a strong numerical dominance of men in most

institutions and all political levels. However, in the past

decade, electoral quotas have been introduced in an

attempt to increase the presence of women in politics and

to a variety of actors from institutions to parties have

attempted to improve their gender balance.

The aim of this talk is two-fold: first we will look at current

data on ministers, committee chairs and judges through

the prism of the Women’s Political Leadership Index. The

WPLI takes into account the presence of women in all

decision-making branches of the states, i.e. the legislative,

executive and judiciary, with the aim of understanding not

only whether women have access to leadership positions,

but also what kind of positions they can access and

whether their presence across branches is balanced. By

situating the country within the typology of exclusion,

illusion, balance or imbalance, the analysis allows us to

pinpoint remaining weaknesses and areas for future action

in the political system. Second, we will have a look at

electoral data and discuss why the introduction of quotas

did not lead to the anticipated increase in female MPs in

the short term.
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