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Education 
2007  Dr.rer.nat., WWU Münster, Germany (summa cum laude) 

Supervisor: Prof. Dr. Klaus Ebnet 
2003  Diploma in Biochemistry, Leibniz University Hannover, Germany  

Diploma thesis: MPI for exp. Endocrinology, supervisors: Prof. Dr. Karl Bauer, Dr. Heike Heuer 
2002   Institute of Cellular Chemistry, Hannover Medical School, Germany (Prof. R. Gerardy-Schahn) 
2002   Center for Neurobiology and Behavior, Columbia University New York, USA (Prof. C. A. Mason) 
2001   Institute of Biophysical Chemistry, Hannover Medical School, Germany (Prof. J. Alves) 
1998 - 2003 Studies in Biochemistry, Leibniz University Hannover, Germany  
 
Professional Appointments 
since 2020 Full Professor (W2) and Chair for Cell & Developmental Biology, Saarland U. 
2011 - 2019 Independent Research Group Leader, CECAD, University of Cologne (UoC)  
2007 - 2010 Research Associate at The Netherlands Cancer Institute, Division of Cell Biology, Amsterdam, 

The Netherlands, Mentor: Dr. John G. Collard 
2007  Postdoc at Institute of Medical Biochemistry, University Hospital Muenster, Germany, Mentor: 

Prof. Dr. Klaus Ebnet 
 
 

Commissions of Trust, Institutional Tasks, Honors  
2024-2028 DFG-Fachkollegium, elected panel member Cell Biology 
2023 Health Award of the Medical Association of Saarland (shared w. F. Kirchhoff) 
10/2023 -             Study Dean and Deputy Director, ZHMB, Saarland U. 
2022 -    Vice president German Society for Cell Biology (DGZ), Executive Board 
2022 -   Mentor in Excellence Program for junior research group leaders, Saarland U. 
2021 -  PI in CRC 1027, Saarland U. 
2020 - 2022   DGZ Executive Board, CEO 
2020 - Member Center Council, ZHMB, Saarland U. 
2020 -  Examination board B.Sc. Biology, M.Sc. Human & Mol. Biol., ZHMB, Saarland U.  
2020 -  Research Committee (Forschungskommission), Medical Faculty, Saarland U.  
2019   Chair of EMBO Workshop ‚Cell Polarity & Membrane Dynamics‘, Spain 
2015 -  PI in SPP1782 (both funding periods) 
2015 - 2020  Executive Board Member, CRC 829, UoC  
2013 - 2021  PI in CRC 829, UoC (second & third funding periods) 
2013 - 2020 Coordinator CRC 829 IRTG, w. T. Krieg, UoC 
2013 - 2019  Executive Board Member, CECAD Excellence Cluster, UoC  
2013 - 2019 Representative Junior Research Group Leaders at CECAD, UoC 
2013 - 2021 Faculty Member, Cologne Graduate School of Ageing, UoC 
2012 - 2021 Associated Faculty, Graduate School for Biological Sciences, UoC 

 



2  
 

 
Memberships 

German Society for Cell Biology (DGZ) 
European Society for Dermatological Research (ESDR) 
European Association for Cancer Research (EACR) 
Society for Biochemistry and Molecular Biology (GBM) 
 
 
Research interests 
Our core scientific interest is to uncover mechanisms of cell-cell communication and cell polarity in tissue 
homeostasis, and consequences of disturbed cell-cell adhesion and polarity signalling in disease. We aim to 
understanding how different cell types communicate, synergize or compete with each other at tissue scale, which 
adhesion molecules mediate such heterotypic cell-cell interactions, how polarity networks impinge on these 
dynamic interactions, and how these processes fail in the disease context.  
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