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All Quiet on the Party Front?

Russia’s Invasion and Conflict Between and
Within European Parties

Summary

Russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine represents one of the most consequential geopolitical shocks to democratic
politics in recent decades. It confronted political actors with difficult choices over military assistance, sanctions, energy
security, and relations with Russia. Previous research shows that parties’ responses to these choices were structured by the
Eurosceptic-Europhile dimension and by their degree of populism. But does this tell the whole story? \What about party
cohesion? And, crucially, do these same dimensions also explain variation within parties?

Data & Methods

- Twitter/X communication by MPs across ten democracies between 2021 and 2023
- Topic, Stance, and Populism Classification

- Network analysis

- Thematic frames analysis

- TSCS & Regression Discontinuity analysis

Open questions

Between parties

» Do left-right ideology and government—opposition status explain differences beyond Euroscepticism and populism?
* Do broader party-family or ideological traditions matter?

Within parties

» How cohesive are parties in their responses to the war?

* Does proximity to the party leadership explain individual-level variation?

* Do ideological position and governmental or organizational responsibility shape dissent from the party line?
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