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Introduction

How far do people travel to reach a specific destination, and what can this movement tell us about a city? We explore this question through the Radius of Attraction 

(RoA), a metric that quantifies the geographic pull of a location by defining the distance from which it draws its visitors. Using about 550,000 Google Maps reviews across 

5,397 points of interest in Saarbrücken, we map human traffic into and around the city to reveal which types of places draw people into Saarbrücken, along with broader 

mobility and economic dynamics.
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Initial Findings

• Hotels attract visitors from farthest away (~167km), including "experience" hotels such as Boutique Hotel Esplanade in Saarbrücken and Victor's Residenz-Hotel

• Among attractions, the Saarlandmuseum (66km) and Ludwigskirche (63km) pull visitors from across the region

• The "Little Damascus" area of Malstatt is a mostly self-contained, local ecosystem. However, shisha lounges and kebab houses pull visitors from 2-6x farther 

away than comparable locations across Saarbrücken
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Methods

• Home region calculation: We estimate a reviewer's "home" location as the local municipality (GADM 4) where they leave the most reviews

• Data filtering: To eliminate tourist and travel noise, we keep only reviews made within a user's defined home region

• RoA Distance Calculation: We calculate the geographic distance (Haversine) from these "home" bases to a point of interest; we take the mean distance per 

reviewer and then the median across all reviewers to define the final RoA

• Reliability: Only locations with ≥ 20 reviewers are counted to prevent rare POIs from skewing calculations; the result is 2,642 POIs




